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Illinois Learning Standards for Social Science 
Content Standards 

Civics 
SS.CV.1.K    Describe roles and responsibilities of people in authority 
SS.CV.2.K    Explain the need for and purposes of rules in various settings, inside and  
                       outside of the school 
 
Geography 
SS.G.1.K    Explain how weather, climate, and other environmental characteristics  
                    affect people’s lives 
SS.G.2.K    Identify and explain how people and goods move from place to place 
 
Economics and Financial Literacy 
SS.EC.1.K    Explain that choices are made because of scarcity 
 
History 
SS.H.1.K    Compare life in the past with life today 
SS.H.2.K    Explain the significance of our national holidays and the heroism and  
                    achievements of the people associated with them 
 
* National Holidays are taught at each grade level as age appropriate. 

Inquiry Skills 
Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries 
SS.IS.1.K-2    Create questions to help guide inquiry about a topic with guidance from  
                        adults and/or peers 
SS.IS.2.K-2    Explore facts from various sources that can be used to answer the  
                        developed questions 
 
Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence 
SS.IS.3.K-2    Gather information from one to two sources with guidance and support  
                        from adults and/or peers 
SS.IS.4.K-2    Evaluate a source by distinguishing between fact and opinion 
 
Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action 
SS.IS.5.K-2    Ask and answer questions about arguments and explanations 
SS.IS.6.K-2    Use listening, consensus building, and voting procedures to decide on and  
                        take action in their classroom 
 
 
 
* Inquiry skills are incorporated within all units. 

 
Technology 

SMART Board, Elmo, iPads, YouTube, BrainPOP Jr. 
Standards Essential Questions Content Skills Assessment Resources 
Civics 
SS.CV.1.K 
SS.CV.2.K     

Civics 
Why are rules and 
responsibilities important? 
 
How are rules determined and 
enforced? 
 
Why are US symbols 
significant? 

Civics 
Rules and responsibilities:  
-classroom, school, home, 
community 
-purpose 
-laws vs. rules 
 
-People in Authority and 
Community Workers 
-Citizenship 
-Voting and elections 
-US symbols:  flag, eagle, 
white house, monuments and 
memorials, Statue of Liberty, 
Liberty Bell 

Civics 
-Follow rules in various 
settings 
-Identify authorities in various 
settings 
-Demonstrate qualities of a 
good citizen 
-Participate in classroom 
voting/elections 
-Identify US symbols and 
their importance 

Civics 
-Teacher observations 
-Classroom discussion 

Civics 
-TIME for Kids by Time Inc. 
-Classroom books 
-Teacher created materials 
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Standards Essential Questions Content Skills Assessment Resources 
Geography 
SS.G.1.K 
SS.G.2.K     

Geography 
How do environmental 
characteristics affect people’s 
lives? 
 
How are maps and globes 
used? 
 
How are landforms and bodies 
of water unique? 
 
How do things get from place 
to place? 
 

Geography 
-Environmental characteristics 
affect people’s lives: 
resources, weather, seasons 
 
Maps and globes:  
-city, state, country, world 
-map key, compass rose, 
direction 
-create 
-Landforms: hills, mountains, 
oceans, lakes, rivers, islands 
 
Transportation:  
-boats, trains, planes, trucks 
-how people and goods move 
 

Geography 
-Apply knowledge of the 
seasons and weather to 
everyday living 
-Tell the purpose of maps and 
globes 
-Identify landforms and bodies 
of water 
-Explain why there are 
different forms of 
transportation 

Geography 
-Teacher observations 
-Classroom discussion 

Geography 
-TIME for Kids by Time Inc. 
-Classroom books 
-Teacher created materials  
-Globe 
-Maps 
 

Economics 
SS.EC.1.K     

Economics 
How are consumers and 
producers different? 
 
How are goods and services 
different? 
 
How are needs and wants 
different? 
 
How is money used? 
 

Economics 
-Consumers and producers 
-Goods and services 
-Needs and wants 
-Money 
 
 

Economics 
-Understand the jobs of 
consumers and producers 
-Compare and contrast goods 
and services 
-Identify the difference 
between needs and wants 
-Recognize that money is used 
for different purposes 

Economics 
-Teacher observations 
-Classroom discussion 

Economics 
-TIME for Kids by Time Inc. 
-Classroom books 
-Teacher created materials  
-Paper money 
-Junior Achievement 

History 
SS.H.1.K 
SS.H.2.K     

History 
How is life in the past 
different from today? 
 
Why are holidays celebrated? 
 
How do timelines represent 
events in time? 
 

History 
-Life in past vs. today 
-Holidays and historical 
figures 
-Timelines 
 

History 
-Compare and contrast life in 
the past and present 
-Describe the significance of 
holidays and historical figures 
-Create a timeline 

History 
-Teacher observations 
-Classroom discussion 

History 
-TIME for Kids by Time Inc. 
-Classroom books 
-Teacher created materials  

 


